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Katherine (Centre) with survivors from different countries

I looked forward very much to participating the International
Confederation of Childhood Cancer Parent Organisations (ICCCPO)
Vancouver Conference. Besides getting to know more about childhood
cancer, I wanted to learn more about youth groups from overseas
delegates so as to help our local young survivors. All the Hong Kong
participants were deeply impressed and became convinced that we
should start  a youth group for the survivors of the Children’s Cancer
Centre.

Immediately after returning from the conference we started to work
on “The Little Life Warrior Youth Group”. Our aim is to serve all youngsters
aged 13 or above, who have once had cancer or a severe blood disease
and those who have received bone marrow transplants. Through
organizing different activities, we hope to bring them together so that
they can support each other. It is also our aim to care for younger patients
who are currently receiving treatment.

Survivors over 17 years old can join as core members by attending
the monthly planning meetings. This youth group, which belongs to
everyone, is just at the initial stage. It needs your active support to help
it grow and become as effective as possible.
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Sharing similar experiences in fighting cancer breaks down all race and
language barriers.

�� Katherine Chan
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Wu Shek Hei

I met a lot of people from different countries during my trip to Vancouver.
By sharing with each other we gained more insight into the meaning of life and
how to fight against cancer.

I was very excited on the first day of the meeting. The survivors, from
many different countries were very friendly and helpful. I could hardly believe
that they had once been cancer patients with the very good communication
skills they possessed, and their outgoing and energetic personalities.

At first, it took us some time to understand each other. The organizer
had been  kind enough to  prepare some games in between seminars and
these helped us to get to know each other and made the programme more
interesting.

On the second and third days of the conference, we attended seminars
with the parents. The programme on the fourth day was quite different. It was
an unforgettable experience for me.

The first session required all survivors to prepare a role play about hospital
life. I was worried that our team’s performance would be marked down because
of my poor English. However, my teammates were very supportive, they
encouraged me to perform spontaneously. When I got on the stage I plucked
up all my courage. I spoke simple English to play the role of a patient. The
place was filled with applause and cheers. Then I told myself, “You did it! Be
confident in yourself.”

Another great challenge came up that afternoon. This time I had to give
a short speech in English. I calmed myself down and went up onto the stage
again. Once again ,I was encouraged by the attentive audiences. That night,
we cruised on a boat, dancing and singing. What a wonderful day!

The fifth day ended too quickly. The journey has greatly improved all my
communication skills as well as my working attitude. I hope that more members
will attend  international conferences in the future to broaden their horizons.
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A rewarding experience  for Shek Hei
(right, 2nd row)

�� !"#$%&'()**+,

Childhood cancer survivors and
parents from around the world
gathered together.
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I had never heard about “ICCCPO” until I attended its annual
conference in 2005. Since then, I have been impressed by this
organization, especially after I  met  childhood cancer survivors from
different countries. At first, I didn’t feel comfortable about speaking
English. The problem was quickly forgotten and we got along very well.

What impressed me most were the cruise and the entertainment
on the last day. We boarded the boat in the evening and after dinner the
music began and we danced. Some survivors on walking sticks also
joined in. That wonderful memory will always stay in my mind.

On the last night of the conference, the other delegates and I visited
the meeting place of the Vancouver survivors. The local survivors asked
for our autographs and our email addresses. Then they gave each of us
a garland and an envelope. In no time at all, the place was turned into a
small casino. We were told to try our luck to win some prizes by using
the tokens inside the envelope. We had a wonderful time there. In the
end, we won a lot of prizes and we took a lot of photos of each other.

During this very special trip, I learnt how to improve my
interpersonal skills. My experiences also made me realize how important
it is to master English so from now on I will work hard on improving my
language skills by reading more English newspapers and watching more
English TV programmes.

�� 

Wong King Fan
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King Fan (1st right) will always remember the trip.
�� �!"�� !"
Enthusiastic Hong Kong team members

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234

�� !"# OMMS � f```ml�� !"# OSPO=NOSO���� !"#$%�� 

^ÅâåçïäÉÇÖÉãÉåíëW=`~íÜ~ó=m~ÅáÑáÅ=^áêï~óë=iíÇ=Ñçê=Ççå~íáåÖ=Q=êçìåÇ=íêáé=íáÅâÉíë=íç=s~åÅçìÉê

fÑ=çìê=ãÉãÄÉêë=ï~åí=íç=àçáå=íÜÉ=OMMS=f```ml=ÅçåÑÉêÉåÅÉI=éäÉ~ëÉ=Å~ää

OSPO=NOSO=Ñçê=áåÑçêã~íáçå=~Äçìí=�^áê=qáÅâÉí=péçåëçêëÜáé�K



�� !"#$%#&==�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

4

�
�
 
!
"
#
�
�

Little Life W
arrior S

ociety N
ew

sletter

�� !"#$%#&==�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.�� !"#$%#&==�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

Besides exchanging ideas with many parents of childhood
cancer patients, what impressed me most about this ICCCPO annual
conference, was the passion and boundless energy of the survivors
from other countries. They care about other people and are willing
to contribute to society. They learn from each other and build up
close ties through organizing various activities. I was convinced
that the local young survivors should set up a similar group after
my return to Hong Kong.

qÜÉ=vçìíÜ=dêçìé
In Hong Kong, many childhood cancer survivors are growing

up and they need the opportunity to develop their potentials. I really
hope that those who attended the ICCCPO conference will become
the core members of the youth group. They could encourage other
young survivors to join in and work for the benefits of the child
patients and the community.

sçäìåíÉÉê=qê~áåáåÖ
Our Society has a limited number of volunteers. Therefore,

we should think about a more systematic volunteer development
programme. Our top priority should be training up volunteers and
retaining them. One of the short cuts is to encourage more mature
parents to become volunteers. We could also train up enthusiastic
survivors and their parents and give them more support and
recognition.

qÜÉ=`óÄÉêâáÇë
I came across a practical program called “Cyberkids” in the

conference. The program encourages young survivors to tutor
cancer children by using computers. Survivors can bring their
notebook computers to the hospital ward and give tuition  to the
child patients. We should certainly  try this programme once we
have the necessary resources.

^ÅíáîÉ=m~êíáÅáé~íáçå
Lastly, I found many overseas successful parents’ groups

had “full-time” volunteers. We believe that even the professional
social workers or medical staff cannot understand the feeling of
child patients as well as  parents and survivors can. We hope that
more of our members will actively participate in our Society, to work
towards the goal of self help.

�� !"#$ f```ml�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'&()*+,-./0'

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,&-./01

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./&01

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

���� !"#$%&'
�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#$%&'()*+ f```ml�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,�-./01

�� !"

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-�"#.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0'1

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'(=�`óÄÉêâáÇë�=��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

�� !"#$%&'()*+,

�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,- ./

�� !"#$�� !�� !"�� !"�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012

�� !"##$%&'()*+,-�� !

�� !

��E�� !F�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*
In Vancouver Stephanie Ma (2nd
left, back row) greeted the
Shanghai doctors, and parents
and doctors from Hong Kong.
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 Stephanie Ma (parent)
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“We wouldn’t be living as happily now if it hadn’t been for
our great parents. On behalf of the children here, I would like to
thank all parents from the bottom of our hearts.”

After having said that in unison on stage, we three
childhood cancer survivors bowed amid loud applause from the
audience. This was a scene in the annual gathering 2005. I can
still remember this moment because it summed up all our past
experiences and was a moment of total communication with the
audience.

Every Little Life Warrior has a miracle-like past. For
example, I got cancer when I was three. I can’t really remember
what it was like then. Now I have become an energetic youth
and have learnt about our brave fight against cancer from my
own family and from parents of other survivors. These stories
have motivated me to make an effort in helping others.

I was not very active in volunteering at first. What changed
my attitude was a member’s invitation to help out at the annual
gathering 2005. This gave me an excellent opportunity to get
involved in every part of the event, from preparation to on-site
control. I learnt from my participation that everyone’s effort counts
for the success of the programme. It was a fairly steep learning-
curve!

I also think my personality has changed a little too. Working
with other parents and survivors has helped me learn to control
my temper and work with others as a team. When I was given a
candy that day at the gathering, I could not have felt happier.
Even today, I can still remember the joy I felt.

Lastly but certainly not the least, I would like to invite
everyone to help in events organized by our Society, especially
the preparation work for the annual gathering on August  27. We
can help a lot, even if we contribute only a little of our time.
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Af ter  par t ic ipat ion in
volunteering, Chun Yu (1st
right, front row) feels that he
has matured a lot.
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(From left) Wong King Fan, Anthony Penn, Stephanie Ma & Wu
Shek Hei in Vancouver

�� !"#$^åíÜçåó=mÉåå�� !"=�=�� !"#$%&'

6

�
�
 
!
"
#
�
�

Little Life W
arrior S

ociety N
ew

sletter

6

�
�
 
!
"
#
�
�

Little Life W
arrior S

ociety N
ew

sletter

����� ��



The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital, aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=m~ÉÇá~íêáÅëIqÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ

7

�
�
 
!
"
#
�
�

Little Life  W
arrior S

ociety N
ew

sletter

========kçí=íÜÉ=båÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=píçêó

My name is Anthony Penn, and I am training to become a
paediatric oncologist in Bristol, England. I have also had the
honour of being chairperson of the International Confederation
of Childhood Cancer Parents Organisation (ICCCPO) Survivors
Group for the last 5 years.

It all started in July of my final year of primary school with
excruciating knee, and later chest-pain. By November I was
confined to a wheelchair, too weak to walk and crippled with
pain. I’d also begun to vomit profusely and had lost nearly a
third of my body weight.

I had had blood tests and other diagnostic procedures, as
well as seeing a host of specialists. Finally, a very clever group
of doctors (paediatric oncologists of course) decided to perform
a bone marrow biopsy, and at the age of thirteen, I was diagnosed
with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL).

I remember at the time being relieved that finally a cause
of my illness had been found, but extremely upset that I would
not be able to play rugby as a result (I was a very keen sportsman
at the time). The thought of having cancer did not frighten my
family and me as much as one would expect. The excellent
doctors and nurses taking care of me at the time, and their positive
and encouraging attitude helped a lot.

Three years of chemotherapy, radiotherapy, a three week
stint in intensive care for very severe pneumonia, an operation
to surgically remove the pleura of my left lung and I was finally
rid of the cancer and its horrible treatment. This is not the end of
the story......

=======lééçêíìåáíó=Ñçê=dêçïíÜ=~åÇ=råÇÉêëí~åÇáåÖ

Cancer affects people in many different ways, both good
and bad. It was a difficult time for me and my family, full of
challenges and uncertainty, and as a result, an opportunity for
growth and understanding. My cancer experience, though not
defining who I am, will always be a part of me.

A few years after completing treatment I became involved
in CHOC, a South African voluntary organisation providing
support for children with cancer and other blood disorders and
their parents. It was this experience which ultimately led to my
involvement with the ICCCPO survivors group.

In 2001 the first international survivors meeting took place
in Luxembourg, and has been part of the ICCCPO conference
ever since. This annual meeting, run by survivors, for survivors
provides an opportunity for people from all over the world to
meet and learn about issues related to their disease and its
treatment. Such issues include late effects, second malignancies,
and other problems including difficulties related to employment
and insurance which continue to be a problem for some childhood
cancer survivors well after the primary cancer has been treated.
Our intention was to create a forum for survivors from all over the
world to share their experiences in a friendly, unthreatening
environment. The first meeting focused on sharing individual
experiences while undergoing treatment for cancer. We have
now evolved into an organisation primarily concerned with issues
faced by long-term childhood cancer survivors, and more
particularly, long-term survivor groups.

The Vancouver 2005 ICCCPO Survivors Conference had
the largest attendance to date with 51 survivors from 19 countries
attending. The age of survivors ranged from 15 to 34 years and
there were representatives from Western and Eastern Europe,
North America, New Zealand, the Middle East and Asia, making
the Vancouver survivors meeting a truly global one. A generous
donation by the Lance Armstrong Foundation allowed ten
survivors from developing countries to attend the conference,
ensuring representation from a wide range of socio-economical
backgrounds.

Most survivors at the meeting were representatives of their
own national or regional childhood cancer groups, or were
interested in starting up new survivor groups in their countries.

However, our meetings are not all hard work. We also have
a lot of fun. The conference is a great place to meet new friends
and have a good time, and there are always social events in
conjunction with the meetings.

The next ICCCPO survivors meeting will be held on16th  to
21st of September, 2006, in Geneva, Switzerland. Please consult
the ICCCPO website for more details closer to the time (http://
www.icccpo.org/) .We look forward to the continued sharing of
ideas and experiences with other childhood cancer survivors all
around the world.

fåëéáêáåÖ=íÜÉ=içåÖ=qÉêã=pìêîáîçêë
Dr Anthony Penn

Former Chairperson, the ICCCPO Survivors’ Group
Paediatric Oncology Research Fellow

Bristol Royal Hospital for Children
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I am an energetic boy, truly loved by my family. In the summer of 2003, I started to feel pain at
my toe joints and bruises were found on my thighs. I had a persistent fever and I felt very tired. My
father took me to the Liantan People’s Hospital for treatment. However, my condition did not improve
and the doctors suggested that I transfer to a better equipped hospital for a thorough examination.
The doctors at the Guangxi Guidong Hospital diagnosed that I had acute lymphoblastic leukemia.

My parents were shocked and they wept over my illness. At that time I was very ill and I did not
understand why they were so sad. After talking to the doctor, my father quickly recognised that he
had to face reality and he allowed me to receive the treatment. I have now completed four phases of
treatment and have been recovering fast. I have been allowed to go back to school.

I do quite well at school and I am as energetic as other kids. My parents’ tears have finally
turned to laughter. I am really grateful to my family and the medical staff. Their care and support have

helped me a great deal in this battle. I am determined to make
the most of my life.

I am a farmer. There are five people in my family. In 2003, we were
devastated by bad news about my son, Guoliang. He was diagnosed with
acute lymphoblastic leukemia.

With the encouragement of Dr. Huang Junlin of Guangxi Guidong
Peoples Hospital, I discussed how we could pay for my son’s medical fees
with my family and friends. We decided to raise money for Guoliang’s medical
treatment. People were very supportive. The principal of Guoliang’s school
told the town’s Education Authority about my son’s illness and they organized

a fund-raising program in the secondary and primary schools. A sum of RMB 6,500 was collected. In addition
to financial aid of RMB 3,000, the amount was enough to cover the cost of the first two treatments. However,
we still needed to apply for the Village Credit Loan to cover the cost of the remaining three treatments.

During the treatment, I told Guoliang many heroic stories and tales of happy events to make him feel
better. I also prepared his favourite food to restore his health. With the effort made by the medical staff and
family members, Guoliang is cured and can go back to school. I am very grateful to the medical staff from
Guidong Hospital for giving my son a new life.

Sunshine After Rain Zeng Guoliang

Through the Valley of Death Zeng Furong (Father)

Dr Pan Dongyong
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Tsz Yan likes to spend time with Vincent (right).
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Tsz Yan was very close with his brothers.
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      The Pain of Losing Beloved Sons
It is terrifying just to undergo a bone marrow

transplant. Yet all three sons in this family had to
endure this treatment at different times. It is hard
to imagine how they could have gone through this.

In 1999, 7-year-old second son, Chung Yan, was found
to have problems with limb coordination. He could not write
properly and had difficulty in climbing up and down  stairs.
Specialists at the Prince of Wales Hospital found out, after
sending Chung Yan’s blood sample to a laboratory in the
United States, that he had adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD)*.
ALD is a rare, genetic disorder caused by mutation in the X-
chromosome. The disease only affects males. Females are
always recessive carriers. The disease is most severe when
the onset happens during childhood. It is very hard to cure if
the cell damage has progressed to the brain. Because a bone
marrow transplant  failed to stop the quick progression of the
disorder, Chung Yan died of pneumonia a few months after
his operation.

In 2001,  a shadow was found in 13-year old Ho Yan’s
brain scan. Successive scans showed that it was expanding.
Doctors recommended a bone marrow transplant for
treatment. The operation went very well.  However, two years
later Ho Yan suffered from persistent stomach-ache and
vomiting  because of  rejection.

He was admitted to hospital for further treatment. At
that time, visitors were not allowed to enter the hospital wards
because of the SARS outbreak. Ho Yan’s parents could only
wait for the daily telephone report from the attending doctor.
Ho Yan could not eat. He could only absorb nutrients from a
drip. Slowly, his body weakened to the stage that made all
attempts to save his life impossible.

In 2004, brain tissues of the youngest son, Tsz Yan,
were found to show abnormal signs. The doctor suggested
an umbilical cord blood transplant. His parents had no choice
but to take the risk. They agreed to allow their son to undergo
this treatment because the doctors told them there was no
other way. The treatment has proved effective. At present,
Tsz Yan is slowly recovering. He is also receiving tuition at
home from Red Cross teachers.

      Silence Towards Grief
The mother, being a recessive carrier of the disorder,

felt grievously sorry to have brought such tragedies to the
family. But she has borne her grief in silence and has
remained strong in accompany her son through the difficult
treatment.

Of course, she
would not have gone
through this without
an understanding
husband and the
support from friends
and relatives. Her
husband never put
the blame on her,
but, rather, he tries all
the time to comfort
her. Their motto of
s u p p o r t  i s :  “ N o
mat te r  wha t  t he
outcome, we have
already done our
best and we have
tried everything.”

Parents of children with serious illness can very easily
be overcame by grief and anxiety. So how did Tsz Yan’s
parents find solace under such pressure? The answer is that
they were lucky to have received much generous support
from their neighbours. When their youngest son was receiving
treatment in hospital, the mother always had her lunch outside
to relieve her pressure. Her neighbours were all very willing
to accompany her to lunch and shared her worries.

The family has been most grateful to Tsz Yan’s
classmate, Vincent, and his mother, who have shown great
concern for Tsz Yan. Now that Tsz Yan has returned home,
they always visit him during holidays. Tsz Yan has a lot of fun
spending time with Vincent, and Vincent’s mother is the best
nanny. Their unselfish support has brought lots of happiness
to the family, as well as warmth to their hearts.

It is beyond someone’s imagination how a rare genetic disorder (one kind of metabolic

disease) could be so tragic to a family: two sons passed away because of this disease. The

youngest son, Tsz Yan, fought a hard battle against it and, fortunately, survived and is slowly

recovering. Almost miraculously, the family has held together and kept its spirit throughout

the ordeal and never lost hope in the struggle against the toughest challenges.

The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital, aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=m~ÉÇá~íêáÅëIqÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ
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* Since 2005, the service of our Society has expanded to patients
with childhood cancer, serious blood disease and those who
had received bone marrow transplant, as well as survivors and
their parents.
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The skiing trip just before the umbilical
cord blood transplant
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The Rare and Intractable

Metabolic Disease
Has it ever occurred to you that some mentally retarded children with

abnormal facial features and coarse hair could be suffering from a metabolic
disease? Dr. Joannie Hui of the Pediatric Department of the Prince of Wales
Hospital tells us about the difficulties faced by  patients suffering from these
diseases and also the stress encountered by their parents. The disease
itself can be life-threatening. What makes it even more unbearable is that
some of these patients may be subjected to discrimination by the public.

  Dr. Joannie Hui

The Lady Pao Children’s Cancer Centre, Prince of Wales Hospital, aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=m~ÉÇá~íêáÅëIqÜÉ=`ÜáåÉëÉ=råáîÉêëáíó=çÑ=eçåÖ=hçåÖ
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�� !"#$%&'()Outing for the Mucopolysaccharideoses patients and family members

========tÜ~í=fë=jÉí~ÄçäáÅ=aáëÉ~ëÉ\
Metabolic disease refers to disorder in the body’s

metabolism. There are many types of metabolic diseases.
For example, mucopolysaccharidosis, a common metabolic
disease, occurs when there is a deficiency of specific
enzymes needed to break down mucopolysaccharides (a
kind of sugar molecules) in the genetic cells. When
mucopolysaccharides cannot be metabolized and are stored
up in the body damage will occur in various organs of the
body.

========fë=íÜÉ=aáëÉ~ëÉ=fåÜÉêáíÉÇ\
Some of the metabolic disorders aren’t genetic. But in

most cases, the disease is caused by inheriting abnormal
genes from both parents. While both parents remain normal,
the child who receives one mutated gene from each parent
will be affected.

The adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD) that has been
affecting Tze Yan and his brothers (Please refer to P.10) is
slightly different from the metabolic disease described here.
ALD is an X-linked recessive inherited disorder. A male child
born with the mutated gene carried on one of his mother’s X
chromosomes will get the disease.

========tÜ~í=~êÉ=íÜÉ=póãéíçãë=çÑ =íÜÉ=aáëÉ~ëÉ\
The affected child may look normal at birth because it

takes time for the noxious substances to accumulate in the
body. When the child gets older, the  substances in the body
may cause damage to the child’s facial features, mental ability
and the functioning of various organs and joints. This may
result in rough hair, hernia, stiff joints, curvature of the spine
and vision and hearing impairment. It may even cause
complications such as the narrowing of the respiratory tract
or pneumonia. Since the symptoms for each metabolic
disease are different, doctors have to make an extremely
careful search for clues from the patient’s medical history,
physical examination and together with a series of
complicated investigations before confirming the actual

diagnosis.

tÜ~í=háåÇ=çÑ =pìééçêí==Çç=m~íáÉåíë=dÉí\
These diseases could become very serious. In most

instances, the condition of the patient deteriorates with age.
Some of them can receive bone marrow transplantation at
the early stage of the disease to reduce its damage and
prolong their lives. Some may be treated by  intravenous
injections of the missing enzymes which are being
manufactured artificially by the drug companies. This however
is not a common treatment as it is only limited to a few
diseases. Also it is a very expensive treatment costing up to
a few hundred thousand dollars a year for each patient. In
addition to diagnosis and treatment, the Joint Metabolic Clinic
of the Prince of Wales Hospital also provides consultation on
genetic issues to families with metabolic diseases with an
aim to help reduce the risk of passing on the disease in future
pregnancies through counselling and prenatal testing.

These patients and their families have to face serious
financial and psychological challenges. They need your
support and concern. If you want to show that you care, you
can start with understanding their needs .

Hong Kong

Mucopolysaccharideoses &

Rare Genetic Diseases Mutual

Aid Group

Address:

c/o The Hong Kong Society for

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  C o m m u n i t y

Rehabilitation Network, G/F, Wang

Lai Building, Wan Tau Hom, Kowloon.

Tel: 27943010

Website: www.hk-mps.com

Email: mps@hk-mps.com
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Population: 7 millions (25% of children)
Scenery: West Lake
Handicraft: Silk products
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           Advanced Examination Techniques
Following its establishment in 1972, the Department of

Hematology Oncology of the Children’s Hospital of Zhejiang University
School of Medicine was originally named the “Pediatric Leukemia
Research Group”. It was the nation’s first laboratory specializing in
pediatric malignant hematology diseases such as leukemia and
lymphoma. New wards came into operation in 2001. Since then, the
research group is now officially named the “Department of
Hematology Oncology”, comprising the Hematology Oncology wards,
an outpatient care centre, and a research laboratory. Over the past
30 years, the Department has been developed into an institute of
pediatric hematology oncology, combining clinical, research and
teaching as one unit, with contributions made by many specialists,
professors and medical research teams.

Besides conducting regular tests, the research laboratory has
introduced advanced technologies for fast, objective and accurate
hematology oncology diagnosis. Such improvements are very crucial
to the early stage cancer diagnosis and treatment. Joint
chemotherapy is the major application in clinical treatment,
complemented by immunotherapy and hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation. During treatment, patients will undergo leukemia
minimal residual disease (MRD) real time regulation through various
examination methods of immunology (Flow CytoMeter), cytogenetics
(chromosome analysis) and fusion gene (RT-PCR). Treatment will be
adjusted accordingly to ensure the dosage used is small enough to

avoid damages to internal organs but sufficient enough to
minimize the chances of relapse.

With the establishment of a strict outpatient follow-up
system and the perseverance in adopting, alternately, regular
strong long-term chemotherapies, the hospital has obtained very
good results in childhood cancer treatment. The goal of 100%
cure rate in leukemia and lymphoma is no longer just a dream.
The hospital has reached the highest levels in the 5 year disease-
free survival rates within the country. The complete response
rate (CR rate) of pediatric ALL has reached 97.9%, the 5 year
survival rate of standard risk ALL is 84.3%, while the rate for high
risk ALL is 52.8%. The first CR rate of pediatric AML is 72.5%,
while the 5 year survival rate is 45.6%. In 1999, the hospital
became the first to implement organ transplantation in the country.
It was also among the first batch of hospitals to develop the skill
of peripheral blood stem cell transplantation and umbilical cord
blood transplantation in treating leukemia and lymphoma.

          Research on Leukemia Antibodies
To further improve the cancer treatment, the hospital places

great emphasis on combining research with clinical practice. The
Department is also equipped with the most advanced
instrumentation to conduct researches on hematology oncology
malignant diseases. It has received many awards. It has
published more than 80 essays in national and international
medical journals. In addition, it has developed over 30 kinds of
leukemia cell monoclonal antibodies, 20 of which are verified
and coded by an internationally approved institution. The newly
developed antibodies are serving as a strong base for the
immunotherapy, purging and targeted treatment. At  present,
under the sponsorship of the National Natural Science
Foundation, the Department is researching into the genetic
engineering of those antibodies. It is hoped that the antibodies
could be applied to clinical treatment in the near future.

The Department has also invited overseas specialists from
the United States and Japan to host seminars in order to keep
up-to-date on global advancements in medication and the latest
changes in international standards. Medical professionals have
also been sent to developed countries for further studies on
modern clinical practice and research techniques.

The Children’s Hospital of Zhejiang
University School of Medicine
Professor Tang Yongmin
Director of Department of Hematology Oncology
The Children’s Hospital of Zhejiang University School of Medicine
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The resident hall of the hospital
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Patients enjoying American fast-food offered by a sponsor
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Our Society is a full member of the
International Confederation of
C h i l d h o o d  C a n c e r  P a r e n t
Organisations (ICCCPO)
�� Website: www.icccpo.org
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1 Our Society and the Tung Wah
Group of Hospitals Jockey Club
Shatin Integrated Services
Centre  jo in t ly  organized
“Psychological Musical Box”
project, aimed at soothing child
patients’ emotion by teaching them to play musical instruments and strengthening
their self-confidence through performance. The participants visited the Musical Farm
on Dec. 29, learnt to play musical instruments in January and February and gave a
performance and took part in a recognition ceremony on Feb,18. 24 patients and
their siblings participated.

2 32 members attended “The Volunteer Day Workshop” on Jan. 21. The programs
included games, skills of hospital visiting, communications skills with the young
patients and group sharing.

3 The Bone Tumour Support Group was held on Feb. 4. A talk on “Suggested Exercises
& Precautions for Bone Cancer Patients” was given by physiotherapist, Ms Lydia
Yiu. 22 participants attended.

4 The 3rd meeting of the ALL Support Group was held on Feb. 25. A talk entitled “How
ALL children Obtain the Right Nutrients” was given by nutritionist, Ms Lam Chi Kwan.
20 people attended.

5 Buzz Lightyear and the volunteers of  Hong Kong Disneyland  visited the Children
Cancer Centre on March 8.

6 The 1st meeting of the Youth Group was held on April 16. The programs included
knowing one another, sharing of the experience in the ICCCPO Conference &
discussion on the objectives of the group.

7 Choir rehearsals will be held on the 3/F pf the CC, on May 13, June 10 (Saturdays)
from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm.
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News Update

c~êÉïÉääc~êÉïÉääc~êÉïÉääc~êÉïÉääc~êÉïÉää
I am very sorry that  due to the shortage of funding I will

be leaving in May. I will miss all the Little Life Warriors and will
remember you always. Our  Society desperately needs your
help so that we can carry on with our work. To find out how
you can help us, please call 2632 1144 for further information.

Brenda Chan
Project Co-ordinator

N� NV�� !"#$%&'()*+,$-./01234

Ms Chen Wei Lam, Kelly and Francis Mak had a nice time with
the child patients and their family members on January 19.

We need YOUR support
Our Society is a mutual help organization, with membership derived

mainly from the medical staff, patients and their parents from the Children
Cancer Centre. Our work  includes visits, supportive groups, hospital ward
tea parties, an annual gathering, choir, publication of books and newsletters,
English activities, exchange visits with the hospitals in China, sponsoring
our members to attend international conferences and volunteer training.

If you want to support our work, please call 2632 1262 and ask for
further information. Donations can be made by crossed cheque  made out
to “The Chinese University of Hong Kong”. Please write on the back of the
cheque  that the donation is for the sponsorship of “The Little Life Warrior
Society” and  post it to Rm. G15, The Children Cancer Centre, Prince of
Wales Hospital, Shatin, Hong Kong. Donations of over HK $100 can be
claimed as tax deductable.
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